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the microscope

Coalition to review Yorktown PD
policies at public meetings

BY BRIAN MARSCHHAUSER
EDITOR

Complying with Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo’s mandate that all municipalities re-
view their police departments and their
policies, the town has assembled a nine-
‘member community coalition to do so.

The coalition consists of community
members and religious, non-profit, and
business leaders: Jim Poulin, Yorktown
Lions president; Rabbi Robbie Weiner,
Yorktown Interfaith Coalition; Rosema-
ric Panio, Senior Advisory Committce
, chair; Peter Lanza, Yorktovn Chamber of
Cornmerce vice president; Toni Reynolds
and Liz Rivera, citizen representatives;

- and Paul Cixilo, youth representative.
'Town Supervisor Matt Slater, who se-
lected the members from a large pool of
applicants, said he was “very deliberate” in
putting the coalition together.

“This coalition is incredibly diverse” in
age, ethnicity and political affiliation per-
spective, Slater said, “T think it represents
the town very, very well.”

Slater and Yorktown Police Chief Rob-
ert Noble also will serve as members.

Excluding the youth representative, the
coalition has four registered Democrats,

three Republicans' and one unaffiliated
party member. The average age of the five
males and three females is 51.

‘Ihe Coalition on Community Safety
and Engagement, as it is officially called, is
scheduled to hold an introductory meet-

ing on Thursday, Oct. 8, when Noble will

malke a presentation about his department.

That introductory meeting will be fol
lowed by meetings on Oct. 20, Nov. 12
and Nov. 19 and an undetermined date in”
December. All meetings will be held on
Zoom and will be open to the public.

“Whether you're on the task force or
not, I don't think that determines any-
thing,” Slater said at the Town Board’s
meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 22. “Because
what were going to provide is a very en-
gaging process that everybody and any-
body can participate in.” ‘

The discussions will be confined to the
Yorltown Police Department and its poli-
cies; .

“It’s the four walls of Yorltown,” Slater
said at a work session on Tuesday, Sept. 8.
“Ihat’s what we're talking about. We're
not talking about the national scene; ve're
not talking about national politics.”
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wmommm can provide written
and oral testimony.

“If people had negative experi-
ences [with the Yorktown Police
Umwmngmn&u we want to hear

t,” Slater said. “If people had
Huoﬂgd munm_mﬂmhnmmv we Sﬁa to
hear it.”

Executive Order No. 203 re-
quires a municipal-led “com-
prehensive  review” involving
‘community stakeholders of a de-
partment’s current policies, pro-
cedures and practices. A plan to

“improve any deficiencies” must
be approved by the Town Board

and submitted to the mnmmn Ei
* ficer who started his law enforce-

April 2021.

Since the governor’s executive
order came down on June 12,
Noble and the Town Board have
often repeated that Yorktown's

police department is accredited

by the state’s Division of Crimi-
nal Justice Services—something
achieved by only 29 percent of
municipal police departments.
Accreditation provides formal
recognition that a department’s

policies “are conceptually sound:

and operationally effective.”

“They’re going to find no
shortcomings,” said Councilman
Tom Diana, a retired police of-

ment career in Yorktown.

Councilwoman Alice Roker
has been equally supportive of
the Yoiktown Police Depart-
ment and Noble. ,

‘Tl pit my police chief against
anybody, and I know I'll come
out on top,” she said.

In addition to providing a fo-
rum for dialogue and repairing
potential deficiencies, Slater said,
“1 think overall it will be a great
education opportunity” for the

B

public to learn about the police .

department’s responsibilities and

_inner sai&bmm

In any review of the depart-
ment’s policies, Noble said, “The
data will speak well for us. De-
escalation is the way we police
and the numbers sort of back
that up, and -there’s no getting
away from that.”

The police chief said he is |

ready to listen to the public, but
he will not “crawl into the weeds”
with people who have “an agen-
m.m..:

“I don't have an issue,” Noble
said at the Town Board’s work
session on Tuesday, Sept. 8.

. "1 dor’t duck anybody. I'll get
- up and listen to anybody who

doesn’t have an agenda. If its
honest and it’s sincere, P’m all
m_uoc.n Enhm to male Quﬂ hap-
HUWH—

Two weeks later, he said, =<<m
all shouldn't argue for the sake of
arguing. If we're going to have a
disagreement, it should be with
the intent to solve a problem

or a percejved problem. Let’s -

not complicate things. Let’s bé
open and understanding of each

other’s mﬂmﬂanmﬁny and let’s get”
it going.”

"The public Emmdbmm will con-
tinue wuntil December, when
the coalition will draft a report,
which would be subject to 2
public review in January The
feedback would be received in
Februaryand the plan ratified by
the Town Board in March.

The state’s Division of Bud-

' get has yet to release regulations
regarding Executive Order No.

203; however, Yorktown has

chosen to proceed while relying .

on the state’s guidebook.. Slater
said he does not mhﬂﬂmmﬂm that

‘the regulations, whenever they

are handed -down, will.“provide
any greater detail than the cur-
rent guidebook does.”

.In addition to its seven com-
munity members, Slater has also
requested participation by mem-
bers of. Yorktown for Justice,
the Alliance for Safe Kids, the
Yorktown and Lakeland school
districts, Hope’s Door, the Legal
Aid Society of Westchester, and

the Yorktown Police mnnmed_nnﬂ ’

Association.

- “Anybody in the town of Yor- -

ktown can participate and pro-.
vide feedback, which is what

we're looking for,” Slater said.’
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COVID-19 Breakdown:-
Village of Ossining 3,549 (1 79)

Yorktown 3,543 (221)

Peekskill 3,414 ( 140)
Cortlandt 2,993 (13 1)
Ossining and Peekskill

Somers 1,642 (103)
Ctoton-on-lludson
672 (35)

Town of Ossinin
505 (13)
Buchanan
218 (15)
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Yorktown Coalition Releases
Report on Police Review

By Rick Pezzullo

”
-on-Hudson, Buchanan,
SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Xd

Covering Yorktown, Somers, Cortlandst, Croton

February 23, - March 4, 2021

erwrote in the report,

The nine-member Yorktown Coalition
The Yorktown Coalition on Community

Safety and Engagement Jast week released
its report on the Yorktown Police Depart-
ment following a five-month review,

The report was Prepared in compliance
with Gov. Andrey Cuomo’s Executive Or-
der requiring all local governments with
police departments to perform a compre-
hensive review of current police force de-
ployments, strategies, policies, procedures
and practices,

After the review, local governments are
required to prepare a plan to improve any
deficiencies oy shortfalls identified during
the process by April 1.

“We were reminded that our police de-

and 20; November 12, 19 and
ary 6.

The review process included two pres-
entations by Chief Robert Noble and two
listening sessions for community part-

24; and Janu-

civilian review boards,
micro-aggressions, the Yorktown Police’s
active engagement with residents, body
cameras, implicit-bias awareness training,
teen intervention Programs, de-escalation
strategies, Jethal force reduction and police

ems Select J uice Bar

partment already operates at one of the

Services, a status only 29% of New York
State’s 540 Jaw enforcement agencies have
achieved,” Yorktown Supervisor Matt Slat-

policies,

The coalition also received signed and
ANONymous written correspondence from
the public, as well as hoth superintendents
of the school districtg that serve Yorktown,

correspondence was shared with coali-

continued on page 2
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Yorktown Coalition Releases
Report on Police Review

continued from page 1

tion members and read into the record by
Slater, one of its members, Town officials
also encouraged members of Yorktown for
Justice, a local civil justice group, to partici-
pate in all the coalition meetings, and they
did.

The report's recommendations includ-
ed: testing of body cameras; quarterly re-
ports about civilian complaints; and annual
anti-bias and de-escalation service training,

“The Yorlttown Police Department has
taken the governor's Executive Order as
an opportunity to build on and further en-
hance the professional service we provide
to Yorktown,” Noble stated. “Without ac-
tive and empathetic listening, we cannot

communicate effectively. When we are able
to communicate effectively, we have the op-
portunity to improve, To make a positive
difference. The Yorktown Police Depart-
ment will always do our very best to listen
to the needs of all and work towards safe,
healthy and positive solutions.”

Besides Noble and Slater, the coalition
members were: Jim Poulin, President of
the Yorktown Lions;

Rabbi Robbie Weiner, Yorktown Infer-
faith Coalition; Rosemarie Panio, Chair-
person of the Senior Advisory Committee;
Toni Reynolds and Liz Rivera, Citizen Rep-
resentatives; Peter Lanza, Vice President of
the Yorktown Chamber of Commerce; and
Paul Cirilo, Youth Representative,

Find us on

Facebook

Peekskill Dems Select Juice
Bar Owner to Fill Vacancy
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term after being nominated by a districtleader.
Agudelo made history as the youngest
person to be elected to the council in 2017
and received a lot of publicity for her con-
troversial stance not to recite the Pledge of
Allegiance at meetings.
Agudelo, who is employed as New York
Immigration Coalition’s Hudson Valley

- Member Engagement Manager and is co-

chair of the national committee for Local
Progress on Reimagining our Economy,
questioned the process of finding a replace-
ment for Kollias during Thursday night's
Zoom meeting,

She maintained neither she nor her
Progress 4 Peekskill council seat running

mates, Amy Vele and Amy Perlow, were
invited to meet with the Nominating Com-
mittee, despite the trio being part of a com-
mittee roll call vote last month. Instead, as
a district leader, she was only sent an email
about the special meeting.

“It could have been a more welcoming
gesture if you want to bring together the
Democratic Party,” Agudelo remarked.

At the top of the Progress 4 Peeleskill
ticket for mayor is Conor Greene, co-found-
er and board chair of Peekskill Walks, a
residentled nonprofit advocating for safer
streets and healthier neighborhoods,

It remains unclear when the Peekskill
Republican Committee will announce its
slate of candidates,
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