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To: Town Board 
From: Planning Board 
Date: February 27, 2024 
Subject: Large-Scale Solar Systems Proposed Moratorium 
 Section 300-81.4 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
At its meetings on February 12 and 26, 2024, the Planning Board discussed the proposed moratorium on Large-
Scale Solar Systems through September 30, 2024. The Board felt a review of the regulations was appropriate 
since they have had the opportunity to review and approve several projects since the current solar law was 
adopted. At this time, the Board would like to revisit the approved applications that have been constructed to 
evaluate the effectiveness of the existing requirements and conditions that were imposed on these projects. A 
summary of the Planning Board’s solar projects is attached. 
 
The Board had the following comments on the proposed moratorium: 
 

1. As written, the proposed moratorium prohibits the review or issuance of building permits, certificates 
of occupancy, or site plans.  
 
The Planning Board does not recommend including issuance of building permits or certificates of 
occupancy pursuant to approved projects. By including the issuance of certificates of occupancy, IBM 
Solar Canopies, Hemlock Hills, Arcadia Farm, and Old Hill Farm, which are all almost completely 
constructed, will not be able to go online. In addition, Foothill Solar and Kitchawan Solar have obtained 
building permits and will be under construction soon. 
 

2. If the Planning Board were to not be permitted to review current solar applications, these would include 
Dell Avenue Solar and Jacob Road Solar. The practice in the past has been that applications are still 
accepted and reviewed during a moratorium with the requirement for applicants to sign a moratorium 
acknowledgment that confirms they are aware of the moratorium and are processing their application at 
the risk of the regulations being changed. 
 

3. The moratorium should include an appeal provision. A copy of the Large-Scale Battery Energy Storage 
System Moratorium from 2019 is attached for reference. 

 
The Planning Board preliminarily discussed issues encountered with the existing law, which included: screening 
requirements, whether required setbacks from residential zones include residential property over the town line, 
if the Board can determine additional trees should not be removed around an installation to avoid shading, and 
whether a significant number of trees and woodlands should be removed for the installation of solar energy 
systems. The Board looks forward to discussing these topics during the review of the solar law. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Robyn A. Steinberg, AICP, CPESC 
Town Planner 



CURRENT PROJECTS LOCATION CAPACITY LOT SIZE CLEARING SEQR APPROVAL BLDG PERMIT NOTES

Dell Avenue Solar Farm                                     
UNDER REVIEW

200 Dell Avenue
SBL: 70.15-1-2 3.625 MW 62.33 acres 14 acres Type I

over 10 acres Pending _____

Rezone to RSP-2 was previously 
approved for 70 units on 19 acres with 
46 acres open space.

Working on visual analysis and 
screening plans with neighbor.

Jacob Road Solar
UNDER REVIEW

1805 Jacob Road
SBL: 35.16-1-4 3.125 MW 52.38 acres 24 acres Type I

over 10 acres Pending ______
Pre-Preliminary application received 
12/27/2023. Full application received 
02/23/2024.

APPROVED PROJECTS LOCATION CAPACITY LOT SIZE CLEARING SEQR APPROVAL BLDG PERMIT NOTES

Arcadia Farm Solar Farm                      
APPROVED

1300 Baptist Church Road
SBL: 47.11-1-4 800 kW 28.85 acres

6 acres
mostly cleared
horse pasture

Type I
Ag District

Res #21-29
12/6/2021 3/31/2023 Fully constructed, but not online. 

No CO. 

Foothill Street Solar Farm                           
APPROVED

3849 Foothill Street
SBL: 15.07-1-5 2.8 MW 34 acres 14 acres

trees
Type I

over 10 acres
Res #22-10
4/25/2022 4/24/2023

Hemlock Hills Solar Farm                          
APPROVED                                                       

500 Croton Avenue                                       
SBL: 46.08-1-1 & 45.12-1-4 1.69 MW 118 acres

4 acres
open pasture 

land

Type I
Ag District

Res #21-06
4/12/2021 8/3/2022 Fully constructed, but not online. 

No CO. 

IBM Solar Canopy Canopy                                 
APPROVED

1101 Kitchawan Road
SBL: 69.16-1-1 5.5 MW 200 acres

0
existing 

parking lot

Type II
(over parking)

Res #21-02
2/8/2021 8/6/2021

Added electric vehicle charging to 
canopy system September 2022.

Added 2 MW battery energy storage 
approved February 2024.

Kitchawan Farm Solar Farm                         
APPROVED

716 Kitchawan Road
SBL: 70.06-1-2 & 3 2 MW 22 acres

8 acres
mostly 

open field

Type I
Ag District

Res #22-09
3/28/2022 6/20/2023

Old Hill Farm Solar Farm                                 
APPROVED

571 East Main Street
Jefferson Valley
SBL: 16.08-1-4 & 16.08-1-17

3.75 MW 19.4 acres 14 acres Type I
over 10 acres

Res #22-11
4/25/2022 3/20/2023 Under construction.

Solar Applications


