
From: Diana Quast
To: Maura Weissleder
Subject: FW: Yorktown Unregistered Self-Propelled and Limited-Use Off-Road Vehicles Change
Date: Monday, March 18, 2024 9:56:20 AM

 
 

From: Laura Kelly <unlimitedmpg@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2024 8:38 AM
To: Ed Lachterman <elachterman@yorktownny.org>; Sergio Esposito <sesposito@yorktownny.org>;
Luciana Haughwout <lhaughwout@yorktownny.org>; Patrick Murphy <pmurphy@yorktownny.org>;
Diana Quast <dquast@yorktownny.org>
Subject: Re: Yorktown Unregistered Self-Propelled and Limited-Use Off-Road Vehicles Change
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
 
I'm attaching a few photos of the damage caused by ATV and dirt bike riders on Woodlands Legacy
Field trails and Granite Knolls. These photos show where dirt/moto bikers and ATV riders have
roosted (spun on the back wheel in circles) or decided to tear through the woods without regard to
whether they are on an approved trail. Trail construction involves many steps, including
environmental assessment, to ensure trails are located in an environmentally responsible way. 
 
As a volunteer trail maintainer, it's very difficult to keep up with this damage - especially near the
bridge over Hunter Brook in Woodlands. ATV and dirt bike riders drive directly through the brook,
blowing out the wetland and causing more environmental issues, such as increased erosion, in a DEC
designated protected brook.  
 
Notably, state law restricts ATVs and dirt/moto bikes to areas where they are explicitly allowed,
meaning any Yorktown resident riding or allowing their child to ride these motorized vehicles on
town land knowingly engages in an illegal activity (linked here, On Public Land). I applaud the Town
Board for seeking to strengthen its laws, however appropriate categorization of ATVs/dirt bikes (and
a separate category for bicycles and electric bicycles) is required. 
 
Understanding the frustrations of the ATV/dirt/moto riders, the Town may consider locating a
suitable parcel of land and working with the ATV/moto community to create a space specifically for
their use. 
 
Thank you, 
Laura
 
On Sun, Mar 17, 2024 at 11:46 AM Laura Kelly <unlimitedmpg@gmail.com> wrote:

Hello, 
I am writing to ask the Board to revise the existing draft of the Unregistered
Self-Propelled and Limited-Use Off-Road Vehicle law. 
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The change to Yorktown’s Vehicle laws is poorly written because the town’s
proposed change puts ATVs and bicycles in the same classes of vehicles –
Unregistered self-propelled vehicles and Limited-Use Off-Road Vehicles.
(Section § 275-27. Definitions)
The state already has defined ATVs/off-road vehicles as separate and distinct
from e-bicycles and trail bicycles. 

NYS Bicycle Definition
(https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/VAT/102)
NYS Electric Bicycle Definition
(https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/VAT/102-C)
NYS Rules for ATVs/Dirt
Bikes (https://dmv.ny.gov/brochure/atvs-information-owners-
and-operators)

The proposed revision offered by the NY NJ Trail Conference in partnership
with the Yorktown Trail Town Committee (attached) ensures that this vital
distinction is made between bicycles and ATVs, dirt bikes, and limited off-road
use vehicles. ATVs and dirt bikes have a far more damaging impact on the
trails than trail bicycle and electric bicycle use. Further, it aligns the town’s
laws with the State's definitions and requirements.
As a trail bicycle rider and volunteer trail maintainer with the NY NJ Trail
Conference and Westchester Mountain Bike Association on Yorktown’s trails, I
encourage the Town Board to adopt clear definitions for each vehicle category
to ensure the law is effective and enforceable. 
Thank you!
Laura Kelly
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